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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What are the opportunities for a program graduate? 
A: Program graduates, often referred to as health information management (HIM) or health 
information technology professionals, have opportunities in numerous aspects of information 
management and healthcare. These roles include health information technicians, billing 
specialists, data analysts, quality improvement coordinator, chargemasters, coding support, 
coding specialist, and patient accounts.   

Q: Is there a certification required in this field? 
A: Many employers require employees working within the health information field to obtain a 
credential from the American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA). Graduates 
of the Mid-State HIM program are eligible to take the Registered Health Information Technician 
(RHIT) certification exam.   

Q: What if I already have a certification, diploma, or degree: 
A: Students who have already completed college-level work may be eligible to transfer credits 
for the use of this program. Often students transfer courses such as medical terminology and 
some general education courses.  

Credits for Prior Learning at Mid-State is designed to accelerate the completion of your 
educational goals and help you save money on tuition and books along the way. Please visits the 
website for additional information https://www.mstc.edu/admissions/credit-for-prior-learning 

Q: Is there a waiting list to enroll in the Health Information Management Program? 
A: There are immediate openings for students interested in the HIM program, with new courses 
starting each year in the spring and fall. 

Q: Can this program be completed entirely online? 
A: Frequently, the HIM program is completed entirely online. It is important to note that some 
practicum experiences require the student to work at the healthcare organization, while other 
practicum experiences are remote/virtual.  

Q: What is clinical health work? 
A: Students enrolling in health programs requiring practicum experiences must document 
information about their health, including their record of immunizations for certain 
communicable diseases. The practicum sites require this information. Students will complete 
the required health work and caregiver/criminal background checks using a private vendor. 
There is an additional fee for this service that is the responsibility of the student. 
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